
158.799 Research Proposal 3: Method
Student: A word-processed printed copy of this sheet, is due in class on the date required in the course schedule. Pass a printed copy, already signed by you, to your Advisor, along with a printed copy of your draft Chapter.
Faculty Advisor: Please sign, rate progress, and briefly advise the student on their work so far. Then pass this sheet directly to the 158.799 Course Coordinator within a week. You keep the chapter for your records. Your progress grade and any comments will, like all grading, pass to the student as learning feedback.

Student: ___________________  Supervisor: _______________________

General topic area: _____________________________________

Title: _______________________________________________________________

Does the title identify (a) the key variables/concepts in the study, (b) your contribution?

Purpose of the Study

Problem/Issue addressed: _____________________________________

Who will read this? ____________________________________________________________

“The aim of this study is to __________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________.”

Main Research Question addressed: 


____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Subordinate Research Questions addressed:

a. ____________________________________________________________________________

b. ____________________________________________________________________________

c. ____________________________________________________________________________

d. ____________________________________________________________________________

e. ____________________________________________________________________________

Typically, a research study has only one main research question, but it may have many research sub-questions. Usually, it is best to start with many specific research questions at the proposal stage and combine/delete as the study develops to end up with just one. Usually the RQ is properly defined after the literature review.

Key concepts and variables (list, briefly describe and note any key limitations or characteristics)

1. Dependent/Topic Variable(s) ____________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

2. ____________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

3. ____________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

4. ____________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Relationship to Previous Work

Independent construct/variables
Previous studies (academic research refs only)

1. _____________________
__________________________________________________

Key results: ___________________________________________________________________

1. _____________________
__________________________________________________

Key results: ___________________________________________________________________

2. _____________________
__________________________________________________

Key results: ___________________________________________________________________

2. _____________________
__________________________________________________

Key results: ___________________________________________________________________

3. _____________________
__________________________________________________

Key results: ___________________________________________________________________

List additional studies on a separate piece of paper. Generally you will want 2-3 key studies for each concept or variable. Highlight separately or above any seminal work (a study that is directly related to your research) and include a copy of the study with this prospectus.
Research Methodology

Research method type: ______________________________

(e.g., experiment, case study, action research, field study, Delphi Method)

Dependent/Topic Variable: ______________________________


Other Variables: _______________________________________________

Data collection method(s): ____________________________, ___________________________

(e.g., observations, surveys, interviews, document analysis)

Population to which the results will apply: ___________________________________________

Key population characteristics: _________________________, __________________________

_________________________, _________________________, _________________________

Sample used in the study: ________________________________________________________

Sampling procedures: ___________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________(e.g., sample size, potential problems)
How will results be analyzed: ____________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

(e.g., statistical analysis, qualitative coding, descriptive)

Resource Requirements

Univ/Departmental resources: __________________________, __________________________

_________________________, _________________________, __________________________

(e.g, office space, computer, tape recorder, photocopying, printing, stationery, office staff)

Software (special purchase and price): _____________________________________, $________

Interlibrary loan: ____ loans @ $5 each = $ ______

Item and estimated cost: ________________________$_____, _____________________$_____

____________________$_____, ___________________$_____, ___________________$_____

(e.g., travel, transcription services, postage, thesis printing and binding)

Attached: A paper reporting work that is similar to what I want to do is attached:  Yes/ No  
If yes, give reference in APA format:

Signatures: 

Student: ______________________________   Date: _____________ 


Supervisor: _____________________________ Date: _____________

Current progress (circle one): Unsatisfactory Adequate Satisfactory Good Very Good  Excellent   


Supervisor comments (your advice to the student “to do” to improve the project):


______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


