BBB


ASSIGNMENT 3. Review a Web Site

This assignment is to be done individually or in pairs. You have been asked to review and analyze a web site for its authors, and suggest improvements. Because your online report is  going to the authors, you will need to give good reasons in all cases. You met the authors when they visited NJ, and luckily for you, they have just read Gregory's Mind book, and the CIS270 lecture notes, so you can reference these as reasons for changes. It would also be very helpful if you illustrate your points in your report

1. Aim. To review and analyze a significant web site for its authors giving, strengths and weaknesses, recommended changes, and reasons.

2. Details You must. 
a. Register your Site. Choose a site no-one else has chosen. Select one that is neither very good nor very bad. Do not use the NJIT site, or any other site analyzed in class. 
In class students: Confirm your site is appropriate and available with your Instructor first before beginning. 
Online students:  Post an item into the online Asg 3 conference titled with the full title of your chosen web site and your group names, checking first that no-one else is doing this site already. If they are, you must choose another.
b. Technical requirements (20%)

i) Frames. Use frames  to create a three section display (top, menu and body). Use html files called frame-menu.html, frame-top.html, and frame-body-xxxx.html, where xxxx will vary for the different body sections. Each section should have a different appearance matching its purpose.
ii) Style sheets. Use an external style sheet called asg3.css to define a common style for all frame-body elements. This should define headers, fonts, and colors. Also use DIV or SPAN tags at least once in your site with styles defined for a class or ID name.
iii) Techniques Used. Use two advanced HTML techniques (e.g. personalized animated gif creation, use of form controls, javascript techniques, image maps, or as approved by your instructor) OR eight  other techniques from Kramer chapters 8+. Or you can have one advanced and 4 other.
Provide a "Techniques Used" link in the Menu, that when clicked on shows a numbered list of the HTML techniques used. For each give the name and Kramer page reference and in what section (by name or number) the technique was used. Signpost your source HTML lines in the form ASG3-REQUIREMENTx, where x refers to your numbered list of Techniques Used. Note: if you do not list a technique as present, or do not comment it in the HTML code, graders are instructed to give no points. Repeat: NO POINTS IF NOT DOCUMENTED
c. Netscape vs Explorer (10%). Your code should work reasonably in both Netscape & Explorer. Provide a " Netscape vs Explorer " Menu link, that when clicked on describes the differences between them. 
d. Content (40%)

i) Introduction. Your title should introduce your site. In your site’s introduction, describe the reviewed site’s purpose, owner and who would likely visit it. 
ii) Weaknesses. Prepare a list of at least three weaknesses or problems with the site. For each:
(1)  Give an inline example (i.e. not an external link) of what you are talking about. You may have to copy parts of the site to do this, e.g. text or images, or a whole screen. Your grader will not go to the site to see what you are talking about. 

(2) Give reasons, using this course theory for each weakness, and give a quotation from and reference to some section of the lecture notes or the Mind book as support for your statement. For example the quote: 'People can only identify about nine points on a line: increasing the number of alternatives does not increase the amount of information transmitted." Gregory 1998, Mind, Bit, p93, supports having no more than 9 parts to a list. Quotes from Gregory will gain more credit. Weaknesses without support will not gain points.
iii) Strengths. Prepare a list of a least three strengths of the site. For each strength give an example and reasons as above. Strengths without support will not gain points.
iv) Recommendations. Based on your strengths and weakness make 4-6 clear  recommendations for improvement, give examples, and give reasons why you expect these action to improve the site . Use a non-visible table to create white space, and layout your recommendations alongside the examples and reasons you provide. Use separate columns for the changes, examples and reasons. All recommendations should be stated as changes to web site design.
e. User comments. (10%) Validate your opinions by presenting the site to three other people, not current or past attendees of this course, who have not previously visited the site. Record their impressions the first time they use it.  Simply ask them “I have to record what you think of this web site for a course assignment. I need you to just say your impressions out aloud, without any comments from me. Consider whether it is interesting, easy to use, well laid out, etc.”. While they are reviewing the site do not touch the mouse or distract/interfere with their viewing in any way. Do not suggest opinions. Just write down what they say as much as possible as they say it. If necessary remind them to speak what they are thinking aloud. Write up their comments as a 1-2 page transcript and provide the transcript on the site as a link. Quote directly from this transcript at least three times in your report.
f. Presentation and appearance (20%). Your site should look professional and make a good impression, and avoid common problems like poor layout and navigation confusion.
3. General Requirements. Call the main file firstname-lastname-Asg3.html. For example if your name was Tom Davis, call it Tom-Davis-Asg3.html. Your text should not contain spelling errors. All links must work. The page must work in both Netscape and Explorer. Do not use plug-ins unless commonly available. Five points taken off for any clearly stated requirement not met (e.g. spelling errors).
4. Deliverables In class students submit:

a. A stapled printout of the web site. Don’t worry if it doesn’t print well – this is just used to give you feedback.

b. Your  HTML source code as a stapled printout. This will go to the grader. 

c. Your HTML source, plus additional graphics or other files, on a virus-free floppy disk, zip disk or CD. There must be no other files on the submitted disk or CD.

All material MUST HAVE IDENTIFICATION (see syllabus #13).

         For DL students submit 

a. A single zipped file containing all your files into the online box named assignment 3. Note that if you submit elsewhere you will lose 5% and still have to submit it again correctly.


Be sure to add all necessary components and check that all your links work! It is your responsibility to check this.

Page 2

