2007, Semester 1

MASSEY UNIVERSITY, COLLEGE OF SCIENCES

157753 Rapid Application Development – Project 1

Working in groups of 3-5, use the standard waterfall project method to produce and deploy a simple web comment system for an online book. The idea is that people can not only read say Chapter 1 online, but also add comments that the author can read.

User Task

When users click on a “Comment” button for a chapter, it opens a text edit window that allows them to make comments, and lets them type in any text. When done they press “OK”, and a thank you message appears. The system stores the message and the date/time it was made in an Access database.

For the purpose of this exercise, your instructor is “The Author”. He is very busy and not available by email or any other time except for once a week, as you agreed to that in the project contract.

Context

The book is called “Riding Safely” and you can find a zip of some of the code here. It is only part of the book to save space. Download and save on your machine. Your group must select a section from the first two chapters and provide a simple commenting service, i.e. the reader can add a comment to that section. 
Project 1, Part 1

Present in class, and give a printed copy, of:

1. A short description of the business plan, to involve reader feedback to improve the book and generate interest for sales. i.e. explain the business logic
2. A development plan, in a table which gives:

a. Tasks: Numbered tasks (system requirements)

b. By: Who will do each.

c. Est. Time Taken: How long in hours it will take, and

d. Done Date: When it has to be done by

Project 1, Part 2

Each student must keep a presentable Log Book, that records task number, date/time started, time spent

1. Submit::

a. A CD with all final product files
b. A printed copy of all source code, screen shots and the database structure. This report, like all reports, needs numbered pages and a table of contents.
c. Each individual’s log book
2. The group must give a final class demonstration in of the working system, using a link to the deployed product, and let another student test the system. This should have also been practised each week.

3. Copy forward the part 1 development plan table and add two columns:  Actual Time Taken, and Actual Done Date. Underneath this table discuss:

a. What was left out of the part 1plan 

b. What took longer than expected

c. What took less time than expected.
4. Individually:  Using your knowledge of RAD, discuss the project under three headings:
a. What went right

b. What did not go so well

c. Recommendations (for how the next project is run).  Each must be numbered and different.

When grading this I will ask myself if an insight into RAD concepts is illustrated.
5. As a group: A short numbered summary of how the system could be improved, given the business goal.
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