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NJIT CIS475: ASSIGNMENT 1. Research Design 
This assignment can be done individually or in pairs. 

1. Aim. To describe the research method of a current IS experimental paper.

2. Paper. Select a paper published this year or last year, in a recognized IS journal, that describes an experiment. Note: An experiment investigates a causal relationship. Select a paper no-one else has already chosen, so register your paper with the Instructor. 
3. Details. Your assignment must have the following headings:
a. Reference (5%). Give the full reference for the paper in standard APA format.
b. Dependent variable(s) (15%) Describe, state why important, and how operationally measured.
c. Independent variable(s) (15%). Describe, state why they were chosen (theory base), how operationally measured and how manipulated. 
d. Validity (15%). For each variable above, state how its validity was established, using the terms from your textbook. 
e. Reliability (15%). For each variable above, state how its reliability was established, using the terms from your textbook. 
f. Research design (10%). Describe the scientific logic by which the researcher(s) investigated whether there was a causal relation or not. Note: This logic must be falsifiable.
g. Sample. (15%) Describe the population, the sample size, and how the sample was selected. State the degree to which you feel the results of the experiment are generalizable. 

h. Critique(10%). Describe what you feel is the main weakness of this research. Note: Stating “No weakness” will get no points. 
4. Deliverables Submit:

a. Your report, using the headings above.

b. A printed copy of the paper. 
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